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“PENNYRAIL” is the  
official publication of 
the Western Kentucky 
Chapter ,  NRHS.  
Send news notes, 
historical notes and 
other rail information 
to: 
 
Editor 
 Bill Thomas 
 
1025 Lakewood Drive 
Madisonville, KY 42431 
(270) 825-4623 Home 
(270) 339-9482 Cell 
 e-mail: 
bill@fbcmadisonville.com  

Next Meeting Monday,  
October 25, 2010 

7:00 pm, L&N Depot 
Madisonville, KY 

 
Program by  

Dr. Fred Ripley 
Presenter’s Choice:  

Former PRR Territory (Harrisburg-Altoona)  
Or Santa Fe (west of Chicago) 

25 Year Certificate Awarded25 Year Certificate Awarded25 Year Certificate Awarded   

West Kentucky NRHS Charter Chapter members pose 
with Dr. Wesley Ross (far right), NRHS Regional 
Vice President, who made the trip from Lexington to 
present our chapter’s 25 Year Certificate.   
 Photo by Chuck  Hinrichs 

Zzzzz, steam engines….          cabooses….   semaphores…       zzzzzzz 

More 
Crofton 
Picnic Pics 
on Page 6! 
Left: Donnie 
Knight enjoys 
the nice picnic 
weather and 
dreams! 
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I hope that everyone that came to our train picnic at 
Crofton and the meeting last month had a good time. 
We had several nice trains come through and those 
that stayed longer were treated to even more train 
action and Wally’s live steam engine display is al-
ways fascinating to see.  The 25th Anniversary Din-
ner was well received and we enjoyed a nice eve-
ning of socializing and time together. Dennis Carnal 
was not able to show his program on remembrances 
of our good friend Ron Stubblefield due to his 
mother having to go to the hospital. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with Dennis and his mother at this 
time. Dennis’s program will be rescheduled, proba-
bly for the December meeting which will include a 
Christmas banquet too. 

On another matter, after trying three different times 
my wife and I have been able to renew our chapter’s 
status as a non-profit program which will make us 
able to remain a tax exempt chapter and all we have 
to do to keep it is to file an internet postcard each 
year. We have had a very good year with the chapter 
moving forward on several fronts with the future of 
the Pennyrail decided, having a successful 25th An-
niversary celebration, a lowering of our chapter dues 
to reflect these changes, and we can look forward to 
a firm and stable meeting place now that the use of 
the L&N depot is assured and set up for our use. 

The October meeting is the meeting at which we put 
out the first call for nominations for the officers of 
our chapter. The second call will be at the Novem-
ber meeting after which we have the brief election. I 
have always encouraged people to feel free to come 
forward and run for any office that they are inter-
ested in. A good democracy relies on people willing 
to rise to the occasion and do their part in promoting 
the good of the organization. After last year’s elec-
tion several members came to me and asked me to 
try and make the election real and have different 
people run for president to encourage variety and 
change. With this thought, I have decided to step 
down as president and make the electoral process 
open without me in the way. So, all of you need to 
consider running for president knowing that I will 
absolutely not be a candidate. My doctor would like 
me to avoid certain stresses and I will follow his or-

(Continued on page 3) 

Rich’s RamblingsRich’s RamblingsRich’s Ramblings   
President, Rich HanePresident, Rich HanePresident, Rich Hane   

Beginning January, 2011, we 
will discontinue the paper 

printing of our monthly 
newsletter, The PennyRail.  
The publication will be 
available in Portable 
Document Format (pdf,  

Adobe Reader) via email and  
on the chapter’s website (as 

presently available there).  Adobe Reader is available 
as a free download to any computer.  The chapter is 
striving to be a good steward of our resources thus 
the decision made in the July meeting.  
 As editor of this work, I do not wish this to be a 
hardship on any of our members who do not have 
internet/email access.  If you do not have access to 
the internet or email, we will make arrangements for 
you to receive a paper copy in black and white print.  
Just let us know.  All we ask is that members not take 
advantage of this offer and use the electronic medium 
if possible.  If you do not have a computer, many free 
public libraries offer computers with internet access 
as part of their services.   
 I will need all chapter members to update 
your email addresses with me so that you receive 
your email with the newsletter pdf file attached.  
You may also want to check with your internet 
service provider (ISP) to make sure attachments are 
not filtered and you are set up to receive emails sent 
out in distribution lists.   
 I am glad to offer any suggestions, help, etc. if 
you need it, but remember, most internet/email issues 
are best handled directly with your ISP.   
 You can email me at bill@fbcmadisonville.com, 
call 270-825-4623 (home), call or text me at 270-339
-9482 (cell), or look me up on Facebook. 
 For those of you who do not have a computer at 
home, let me encourage you to secure one if possible.  
You may have a relative or friend with a gently used 
machine that could be used for internet browsing, 
email, and light word processing.  There are many 
rail-related sites with information, videos, discussion 
groups, and sale items right at your finger tips.    
 Remember the basic requirements for receiving 
the PennyRail via email: 1) Internet/email account 
access; 2)  An internet service provider (ISP) which 
allows for attachments to emails; 3) Adobe Reader 
for opening the pdf file when it arrives. Adobe 
Reader is available for free download at 
www.adobe.com. 
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Come 
share in the fellowship, 

food, beverages, and model trains 
at the annual Clayton/Watts Open House, 

Saturday, November 13, at the home of 
Don Clayton, 750 Wilson Drive, 

Madisonville, KY 42431. 

ders, after all, he listens to me when 
we discuss trees and the environment.  

So, to summarize, I will not be a can-
didate for president under any cir-
cumstances so the membership needs 
to rise to the occasion and someone 
needs to consider throwing their hat 
into the ring. 

I look forward to seeing all of your 
smiling faces at the next meeting at 
the Center in beautiful downtown 
Madisonville at 7pm on Monday, Oc-
tober 25th. Dr. Fred Ripley will have 
a most entertaining program and I am 
looking forward to it.    

Rich’s RamblingsRich’s RamblingsRich’s Ramblings   
continuedcontinuedcontinued   Modeler’s MomentModeler’s MomentModeler’s Moment   

Just before 10:00 PM on a June night in 1960, the 4-track PRR 
Pittsburgh-Chicago main line at Smithville, OH (MP 129.5 west of 
Pittsburgh) presents this scene.  Facing the camera behind an A-B
-A set of EF-15's (the PRR's name for F3's) comes Advance WC-
5/7, one of the "WC" fleet of westbound freights from the 
huge yard at Conway, PA.  The WC schedules are designed to 
expedite interchange traffic, pre-blocked at Conway for delivery to 
western roads at Chicago.   Going away, on No. 2 track, is No. 48, 
the eastbound General, second only to the all-Pullman Broadway 
Limited (following less than an hour behind the General) in prior-
ity.  No. 48, with 3 EP-20's (E7's) and 16 cars, has just crested the 
1% grade of Wooster Hill, and will maintain the posted speed of 70 
mph to the next stop at Canton.  The General is named for 1930's 
PRR president W. W. Atterbury, who was director of rail operations 
for the American Expeditionary Force in France in 1918, and al-
though a civilian used the title "General" for the rest of his life. 

Dennis Carnal’s mother Edith at Brighton Rest 
Home, Madisonville 
Kay Stubblefield - passing of Ron.  
Tim Moore  

Thoughts and Prayers 
For Chapter Members experiencing  

health challenges 

If you know of members who are or have been 
recently hospitalized, please forward the 
information to me, bill@fbcmadisonville.com 

By Dr. Fred RipleyBy Dr. Fred RipleyBy Dr. Fred Ripley   
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PHOTO SECTION 

Left: Somewhat minimized 
by the big Autumn sky, a 
Norfolk & Southern coal 
train takes on a load at 
P r i n c e t o n ,  I n d i a n a , 
September 2010.  Photo by 
Bill Heaton. 

4 

Below: Bill Heaton also 
got a nice shot of the old 
Princeton Depot with the 
Wabash caboose on 
display there.   
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The Western Kentucky Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society 
celebrated their 25th Anniversary with a dinner Monday evening, 
September 27 at the Center (the old 
L&N Depot).  NRHS Regional 
Vice President, Dr. Wesley Ross, 
was on hand the present the 
anniversary certificate to chapter 
president Rich Hane.  23 Members 
and guests were on hand for the 
celebration. 
 Charter members, Wally 

Watts, Rich Hane, Ricky Bivins and Keith Kittinger and NRHS 
Regional VP Dr. Wes Ross are proudly displaying the anniversary 
certificate.  Chuck Hirichs 

Chapter Receives 25 Year Award Certificate 

Boiler Up, Hammer Down… Chris Dees 
 As Autumn descends on the Midwest, Saturdays are usually set aside for that event known as College 
Game Day. October 16, 2010, was no exception in Lafayette, Indiana, as the familiar cheer of “Boiler Up – 
Hammer Down” erupted from Ross-Ade Stadium. However, on this Purdue Homecoming 2010, my friend 
Doug Buck and I had a different vision of what it means to “Boiler Up and Hammer Down” – one built 
back in 1907 by the Southern Railway. So we decided to invade “Illini Country” and head west to Monti-
cello, Illinois to ride behind, photograph, and chase newly restored Southern Railway 2-8-0 number 401. 

Left: Boiler Up!!! Southern 401 begins the 103rd year of working on the 
railroad. Here she is crossing Camp Creek en route to the town of Monti-
cello, IL on 16-Oct-2010. Photo by Chris Dees 

Left: Monticello, Illinois – circa??? With visitors from a nearby 
Amish community on hand to see Southern 401 come back to 
life, this shot could easily have been taken 16-October-1910 
instead of 100 years later. Photo by Chris Dees 

Right: Hammer Down!!! 
Southern 401 stretches her legs 
in the early morning prior to 
running excursions for the 
Monticello Railway Museum. 
Here she switches out a Wabash 
boxcar in order to assemble the 
day’s passenger consist. Photo 
by Chris Dees 
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NRHS Mission Statement 
National Railway Historical Society,  Inc. 
Mission Statement - The National Railway Historical Soci-
ety promotes railway heritage preservation and educates its 
members and the public about rail transportation, its his-
tory and impact, with a focus on North America.  

Objectives 
1. To foster the experience of rail transportation 
2. To develop and expand educational services and 

programs 
3. To build and maintain archives, to encourage and 

to support archival activities, and to disseminate 
information in archives 

 A. To increase collaboration between existing 
  archives 
 B. To develop listing of National and Chapter 
  archives 
4. To support preservation of memorabilia and  
5.   artifacts 
6. To facilitate association and networking 
7. To maintain and grow the organization 
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http://www.indianarailwaymuseum.org/ 

http://www.kyrail.org/ 

http://www.irm.org/ 

http://tcry.org/ 

Picnic Demographics: Hopkinsville-4; Madi-
sonville-3; Indiana-3; Clay-2; Henderson-1; 1 
of an unknown source.  Photos and research 
by Chuck Hinrichs. 
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Minutes Summary and Financial Report 

August minutes and treasurer’s report approved. 
Directors Report: No Report. 
Activities: No Report. 
Old Business: No Report 
New Business: No new business. 
Show and Tell: None 
Announcements: Dr. Wesley Ross, NRHS Regional 
Vice President, Lexington, KY, address the chapter 
and brought greetings from National.  He presented 
the Chapter with a certificate of appreciation for our 
25 year achievement.  There were 22 chapter 
members and guests present.   
Members Present: Rich Hane, Wally Watts, Steve 
Miller, Wallace Henderson, Rick Bivins, Jim Bryan, 
Thomas Bryan, Birk Fischer, Steve Gentry, Bob Moffet, 
Harry Dolph, Linda Dolph, Donnie Knight, Betty Knight, 
Wesley Ross (guest), Shirley Ross (guest), David Millen, 
Bill Thomas, Keith Kittinger, Allison Kittinger (guest), 
Chuck Hinrichs, Fred Ripley. 
Next Meeting: Monday October 25, 7pm, at The Center.  
Program by Dr. Fred Ripley.  

 
FINANCIAL REPORT 

Report Date: September 27, 2010, by Wally Watts. 
Beginning Balance 1587.98 
Income: 
 National Dues Received 00.00 
 Chapter Dues Received 00.00 
 Donations 00.00 
 Other (Raffle) 00.00 
Total: 00.00 
Adjusted Balance 1587.98 
Expenditures: 
 National Dues Paid 00.00 
 Postage 26.40 
 Printing 46.89 
 Other 49.82 
Total: 123.11 
Ending Balance: 1464.87 
Membership Statistics 
 Beginning Membership 51 
 National Members Added 0 
 National Members Dropped  0 
 Chapter Members  Added 0 
 Chapter Members Dropped 0 
 Ending Membership 51 
Submitted by Wally Watts, Treasurer 
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 Rich Hane and Rex Easterly will be try-
ing to help Kay Stubblefield dispose of 
some of Ron’s trains.  Let Rich know if you 
are interested in being put on an email dis-
tribution list to buy some of these trains and 
other memorabilia that we might find.  
There are trains of many scales that we 
have found including Z, N, HO, S scale  
American Flyer, O gauge, G gauge, Marx, 
Kusan, and probably others beside a few 
lanterns, etc. Items range in quality from 
good to poor. Email Rich Hane at 
rkhane@newwavecomm.net, or call (270) 
825-3429.   

 Brian Banta, in cooperation with the Railfans 
of Indianapolis is hosting a diesel powered excur-
sion on the Indiana Railroad.  Date is Sunday, No-
vember 14, 2010 (Subject to Change) 
 Route is the Indiana Railroad: Segment 1: 
Jasonville, Indiana to Fayette, Indiana (just across 
the Wabash River from North Terre Haute) and 
return.  Segment 2: Jasonville, Indiana to the new 
Bear Run Mine Loop (largest surface mine east of 
the Mississippi River) then to the Indiana RR 
mainline.  Segment 3: Bear Run Mine junction to 
Elnora, Indiana then back to Jasonville. 
 Seating is sold only to fill 70% capacity.  De-
parture 9:00 am from Jasonville.  Return by 5:00 
pm.  Cost $65.  No one under age 16 allowed.  
Checks only.  Must be prepaid before October 30, 
Full refunds up to October 29.  Checks deposited 
November 1. Price includes all the food & drinks 
you want.  Send check made out to BRIAN 
BANTA (not to the Banta Train) as follows:  
Banta Train, PO. Box 56, Edinburgh, IN 46124.   
 Map to boarding site will be mailed a week 
before trip, in case boarding site changes.  No al-
cohol permitted, No smoking permitted. Sorry no 
coffee provided.  You may bring your special 
drinks (NO Alcohol) and food.  Restrooms on 
board.  - submitted by Chris Dees 
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PENNYRAIL 
% Bill Thomas, Editor 
1025 Lakewood Drive 
Madisonville, KY 42431 

TIMETABLE #110 
FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF RAILFANS ONLY 

• West Kentucky NRHS Chapter Meeting - October 
25, Madisonville, L&N Depot.  

• Clayton/Watts Open House - Saturday, 
November 13, 7pm, 750 Wilson Drive, 
Madisonville, KY 42431. 

• Indiana RR Excursion - see page 7 
• Chapter Christmas Dinner - Monday, December 

13, 2010, at The Center - details forthcoming. 

VISIT THE CHAPTER WEB SITE: http://www.westkentuckynrhs.org 
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National Railway Historical 
Society 

www.nrhs.com 
Railway Preservation News 

www.rypn.org/ 
Kentucky Railway Museum 

www.kyrail.org/ 
Indiana Railway Museum and 
French Lick Scenic Railway 

www.indianarailwaymuseum.org 
Illinois RR Historical Society 

http://icrrhistorical.org/ 
Illinois Railway Museum 

www.irm.org/ 
Tennessee Central  
Railway Museum 

www.tcry.org/ 

“PENNYRAIL” is your 
publication.  If you have 
photographs or other material 
of  current or historical 
interest that you would like to 
share with Chapter members, 
your editor would appreciate 
hearing from you.  Your 
material will receive the best 
of care while being readied for 
publication.  Your help is 
appreciated.      
Bill Thomas, editor 

bill@fbcmadisonville.com 

AS RAILFANS WE ARE OFTEN 
AT TRACKSIDE AND IN 
P O S I T I O N  T O  O B S E R V E 
EMERGENCY CONDITIONS 
T H A T  C O U L D  A F F E C T 
R A I L R O A D  S A F E T Y  O R 
SECURITY.  KEEP THESE 
NUMBERS HANDY TO REPORT 
INCIDENTS. 
BNSF   800-832-5452 
CN/IC  800-465-9239 
CSX  800-232-0144 
NS  800-453-2530 
UP  888-877-7267 
Amtrak 800-331-0008 

Several of you chimed in on the origin of this 
box.  It is Ron Stubblefield-related so I’ll let it 
wait until someone can tell it at the meeting. 


